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Each year the Friends of the Brown Library sponsor 
a book sale that is known as one of the largest in the 
state.  The books are all donations from the Washington 
and Beaufort County area.  The sale is a community 
effort as “Friend” volunteers assist in the set-up.  With 
more and more book stores closing, libraries and book 
sales are the answer to the availability of best sellers that 
were purchased by many readers and now are donated to 
Friends book sales like the one the Brown Library Friends 
are planning, according to a December 28, 2012 article in 
the New York Times.  Come early to get the best choices!

T h a n k s  t o 
the sorting and 
packing skills of 
Board members 
Ginny Warren and 
BettyAnn Dicken, 
t h e  s e t - u p  h a s 
been practically 
completed by the 
end of the first 
day!!!  Their work 

and that of the many volunteers make the sale possible 
each year.

 In preparation for the sale, members and volun-
teers will move, unpack, sort and display donated books 
(hardback and paperback), children’s books and assorted 
audiovisual materials.  Fiction books are arranged by the 
author’s last name.  Non-fiction books and audiovisual 
materials are marked with signs naming the general sub-
ject area.  

 On Thursday night, members of the Friends will be 
able to shop at the sale before it is open to the public.  
(If you are not a members, you can join at the door for 
$15.00).  This “pre-sale” is a way to thank all our mem-
bers who support the Friends throughout the year.  There 
is a limit of 25 books per person for this night only.

 The sale will be open to the public on Friday and Sat-
urday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on Sunday from 
12 noon to 3:00 p.m.  Shoppers will be able to purchase 
“books by the bag” on Sunday.  Bags will be provided by 
the Friends.

FRIENDS OF BROWN LIBRARY ANNUAL BOOK SALE

January 25-27, 2013
MEMBERS ONLY NIGHT:  Thursday, Jan 24th  5:30 p.m.  – 8:30 p.m.

OPEN TO PUBLIC: Fri and Sat 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 12:00 – 3:00 – Books by the Bag

Washington Civic Center

VOLUNTEERS AND CASHIERS NEEDED!!!!!

 On Tuesday, January 22 at 9:00 a.m., volunteers 
should meet at the Civic Center and  begin to unpack 
the donated books and arrange them on the tables.  The 
subject headings will be boldly displayed on table signs.  
Unpacking and sorting will continue on Wednesday and 
Thursday (if needed).  We welcome anyone who wants to 
come and help – whether it’s an hour or a day!  There will 
be a sign-in pad in the kitchen – volunteers should sign 
in so we know who helps make this sale so successful!

 On Friday, Saturday and Sunday afternoon, 
volunteers are needed to serve as cashiers.  If you can 
help in this capacity, please call Nancy Nash at 946-
7963.   

 Other volunteers will be needed on sale days to keep 
the books arranged on the tables.

 Each day that you volunteer, you should sign in on 
the pad located in the kitchen.  

 Thank you in advance for volunteering your time in 
helping the Friends raise funds for the Brown Library to 
better serve the community.   

Shoppers attending a previous Book Sale



Genealogy Research at the Brown:
Primary and On-line Resources

At the Brown Library, the 
John A. Wilkinson History 
Room  houses the historical 
records  for  our  area.   This 
collection is best described in 
an article from NC Echo:  The 
Brown Library, John A. Wilkinson 
History Room, contains primary 
and secondary material  for 
Beaufort County and surrounding 
area local history and genealogical 
research.  Sources include general 

North Carolina research books, microfilm of Beaufort County 
court and other records, indexed obituary and cemetery 
records, county record abstracts, newspapers, scrapbooks, a 
collection of stereopticons and a small collection of artifacts 
form the office of George H. Brown, the judge for whom 
the library is named.  Primary source material is notably 
strong in African American heritage resources including 
Cedar Hill Cemetery records and a collection of material on 
Hull Anderson, a free black who became the first African 
American owner of a shipping company in Beaufort County.”  
The history room also contains an extensive collection of 
Civil War materials.

 When doing research at Brown Library, a valuable 
resource is Library Assistant Wanda Corey.  Wanda is 
very knowledgeable, having helped set up and maintain the 
collection.  Wanda is also familiar with on-line resources 
and can assist with research beyond the local area.  She 
recommends the following on-line sources for genealogy:

www.Ancestry.Library.Edition.com {covers over 4,000 
databases and five billion names}. The site, available through 
a library subscription, can be accessed from any computer 
in the library.

www.ellisisland.org {American Family Immigration History 
Center}

www.NCLive.org {Obtain password from library staff.}  
Select Washington/George H. and Laura E. Brown.  For 
genealogy research, select History and Genealogy, then 
Heritage Quest online.

Officers of the Friends

President:  Katie Lake
Vice-President:  Luther Davis
Secretary:  Deb Caufield
Treasurer:  Katie More

 Nancy Nash (above right), who, with her husband 
Dave, brought to life a fledgling group and shaped it into 
the vibrant Washington organization it is today, has been 
honored with a Frannie Ashburn Volunteer of the 
Year Award from the statewide Friends of North Carolina 
Public Libraries (FONCPL).

 Nominated by the directors of Friends of the Brown 
Library here in Washington for her long and passionate 
commitment, Nash received her award Saturday, October 
27 at the FONCPL annual meeting in Greensboro. Although 
Dave passed away in 2011, Nancy is still active on the Friends 
Board, continuing to take charge of volunteer coordination 
for one of the most important activities of the Friends’, their 
annual January Book Sale, which she initiated two dozen 
years ago.

 The State organization of Friends was clearly impressed 
with the Nashes’ story, which illustrates the impact that 
individual volunteers can have on a community. After Dave 
and Nancy retired from Connecticut in the 1980’s, they 
looked for ways to serve their new town. One day they were 
handed a box of paper slips; the small parcel constituted the 
Friends of the Brown Library. 

 The Nashes, working as a team, were charmed by 
Washington and Beaufort County, and soon found both 
newcomers and natives who responded enthusiastically to 
their call. Nancy became the new president of the Friends, 
with Dave bringing publicity support. Their projects drew 
the attention of state and local representatives and funding 
for the expansion of the library followed.

 In her tenure with the Friends, Nancy Nash has worked 
miracles to keep public attention on library needs, but the 
four-day Friends’ Annual Book Sale was the shining case in 
point for her award. The Nashes began the Book Sale with 
two tables between the stacks in the old library and offered 
discarded library books to patrons. They made $40 that first 
year. Soon growing out of that space, they headed for an 
empty shoe store in the mall. That year, they made $400. It 
wasn’t long before they began filling the Washington Civic 
Center each January with up to 25,000 donated books, 
CDs and DVDs, taking in $20,000 for Brown Library’s 
necessities, from furnishing, shelving and materials to 
children’s programs and computer equipment.

 We’re proud to have Nancy still on our team!

Award Presented to Nancy Nash

Invite all your friends to become “Friends 
of the Brown Library”!  You and your friend 

will know your contribution is well spent!



Friends Board 
Welcomes New Members

Valerie Van Matre:  Valerie retired as an elementary 
school teacher after 30 years.  She and her husband 
George lived in Florida 
before moving to Cypress 
Landing.  While in Flori-
da, Valerie taught wildlife 
education at the Busch 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Kathy Vasquez: A re-
tired nurse, Kathy joined 
the Friends Board in the 
spring of 2012.

Very new members are (pictures not available):  

Rudy Burns and Tom Molon

Rudy is retired from the service, the US Post Office and 
as an elementary school teacher!!!  He’s been active in 
Washington  in many organizations, including the Boys 
and Girls Club and is now anxious to share his talents 
with the Friends Board.  

Tom is also an ex service man having served for over 
20 years.  Upon his retirement from the military he also 
entered the field of education and served as a middle 
school teacher for a number of years in Virginia Beach, 
VA and Bath, NC
 
FAREWELL – It is with sad hearts that the Board 
accepted the resignation of Michelle Shipley.  Michelle, 
her husband and young daughter will be moving to 
Nicaragua to open their own business!  We wish them 
huge success!

Also leaving the Board after many years of faithful 
service is Bronna Graham.  Bronna worked tirelessly on 
the Newsletter, the annual book sale and anything else 
she was asked to do.  You’ll be missed!!

March 2, 2013 -  Pamlico Writers Conference  
and Competition  

 Beaufort County Arts Council has announced the 
inaugural Pamlico Writers Conference to be held on 
March 2, 2013 at the Washington Civic Center.  Writing in 
Our Time is the conference theme.  A companion writers’ 
competition will be held with an awards ceremony 
following the conference. 

 The Saturday conference keynote speaker will 
be Bland Simpson, Kenan Distinguished Professor 
of English and Creative Writing at UNC-Chapel Hill. 
An author and playwright/composer/lyricist, he is a 
longtime member of the Tony Award-winning Red Clay 
Ramblers and is a recipient of the North Carolina Award 
in Fine Arts (2005), the state’s highest civilian honor. The 
Friends of the Brown Library will sponsor Mr. Simpson’s 
appearance.  Members of the Friends may attend the 
presentation by Mr. Simpson at no cost.  Not a Friend?  
You may join at that time for $15.00 that will admit you 
to that presentation as well as others throughout the 
year.  Keynote speaker: 1:30-2:30 p.m.

 The conference will start with a panel discussion 
on Publishing in our Time. Three morning and three 
afternoon writing workshops/lectures will follow, each 
with timely writing themes. Leading local and area 
writers will participate in the discussion and host the 
working sessions. A box lunch will be served before the 
keynote speech. 

 The writing competition will have an entry deadline 
of February 1, 2013. Four adult writing categories: Prose 
- Fiction, Prose Non-fiction, Prose Young Adult, and 
Poetry will each have $100 first prize cash awards and 
$50 second prize cash awards. A special High School 
Contest will be open to current students with a $500 
Scholarship.  

April 21, 2013 -  FRIENDS OF THE BROWN 
LIBRARY ANNUAL MEETING

 There will be a brief business meeting followed by a 
program presented by Kevin Duffus entitled “War 
Zone” – submarine activity off the North Carolina 
coast during WW II.  

 The presentation is made possible through a grant 
from the North Carolina Humanities Council’s Road 
Scholar program.

 Mr.  Duffus  is a  documentary filmmaker and has 
published four books and produced four award-winning 
documentary films. The program he will present in April 
covers the following:  In 1942, the United States suffered 
one if its worst defeats of WWII, not in Europe or the 
Pacific, but along the nation’s eastern seaboard. Three 
hundred ninety-seven ships were sunk or damaged, and 
5,000 people died. For six months, sixty-five German 
U-boats hunted merchant vessels, practically unopposed, 
within view of coastal communities. The greatest of these 

attacks occurred off NC’s Outer Banks. For this program, 
Kevin Duffus has compiled a stunning collection of 
eyewitness stories of merchant sailors, Coast Guard 
recruits and coastal residents who survived the events. 
He discusses the facts behind decades-old urban legends 
of German spies, sympathizers, and saboteurs. His story 
is one of faith, courage, and determination as well as 
infamy, irony, and innocence.

 Location to Be Announced – watch the Friends 
web site at www.friendsofbrownlibrary.com  or the 
Friends link on the new Brown Library web site:  www.
youseemore.com/Brown

SAVE THE DATES!!!!

(L-R) Van Matre & Vasquez
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Visit us on our NEw website!
www.youseemore.com/brown

Saturday Book Sales 
at the Farmers Market

 The Friends Board would like to 
thank all of you who purchased books 
at the Saturday Market sale this past 
year.  We made a total of $1,588.75, 
which brings the total for the 5 years 
of summer sales to $8,252.  We are planning to do it 
again next summer but a few new volunteers are needed.  
It only requires one Sat. morning from 8 am to about 
11:30 am mid-April to mid-Oct. and you can choose the 
day.  We also need 2 card tables or a small folding table 
to replace the 2 that have seen better days.  If you can 
help at the sale or have a table to donate please call Diane 
Giffin 946-4489.  Hope to see you all at the summer sale 
beginning mid-April at the Farmer’s Market.  Please let 
all your friends and neighbors know about it.  Where else 
can you get great summer reading for $2 or less!!!!

DID YOU KNOW THAT IN DECEMBER 2012:

•	 There were 1,426 uses of the library computers
•	 248 new patron cards issued

NEW INFORMATION:

•	 The library’s new website is: www.youseemore.com/
brown

•	 Check that site to “Enjoy a Story” with children’s 
librarian Terry Rollins reading a story via the new 
recorder provided by Friends of the Brown 
Library funds.

•	 Check out the credenza behind the circulation desk!  
It’s another addition to the library from Friends of 
the Brown Library funds!!!

COMING SOON:

•	 Interactive workshop for owners of e-readers:  learn 
from others on how to access the many books in 
the e-inc library.  Specific date and time will be 
announced soon.  Watch for information on the 
website: www.youseemore.com/brown or on our 
facebook page – Brown Library, Washington, NC!

Friends Support of Summer 
Reading Program Pays Off!!!!

A total of 902 young people attended the various 
summer programs consisting of performers, movies and 
story time presentations!  A total of 9,473 children’s 
books were circulated!  
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